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Kindest regards,

Cytasha Campa
Board Secretary

Board of Supervisors

San Luis Obispo County

805-781-4335

----- Forwarded by Cytasha Campa/BOS/COSLO on 09/05/2014 08:40 AM -----

From: "Sue Luft" <asluft@wildblue.net>
To: "Bruce Gibson - Supervisor" <bgibson@co.slo.ca.us>, "Debbie Arnold - Supervisor" 

<darnold@co.slo.ca.us>, "Adam Hill - Supervisor" <ahill@co.slo.ca.us>, "Frank Mecham - 
Supervisor" <fmecham@co.slo.ca.us>, "Caren Ray - Supervisor" <cray@co.slo.ca.us>

Cc: "Cytasha Campa" <ccampa@co.slo.ca.us>
Date: 09/04/2014 11:09 PM
Subject: September 11, 2014 BoS meeting, Item 33

Please find attached PRO Water Equity’s comments on Item 33 – Presentation of options for an

ordinance regulating the exportation of groundwater.

Sue Luft

President, PRO Water Equity PRO Water Equity letter to BoS on export ordinance.pdfPRO Water Equity letter to BoS on export ordinance.pdf
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Mission Statement:  To promote the health, safety, common good and general welfare 

of the community by advocating for the stabilization and sustainability of the Paso 

Robles groundwater basin for the benefit of all overliers.

September 4, 2014 

 

 

Bruce Gibson, Chair, San Luis Obispo County Board of Supervisors 

Supervisor Debbie Arnold 

Supervisor Adam Hill 

Supervisor Frank Mecham 

Supervisor Caren Rey 

 

Re:  Presentation of options for an ordinance regulating the exportation of groundwater 

September 11, 2014, Item 33 

 

Dear Chairperson Gibson and Supervisors, 

 

You are in process of considering an ordinance that would regulate the exportation of 

groundwater in San Luis Obispo County.  PRO Water Equity would like to comment on the 

following items in your staff’s report: 

 

1. We would support the definition of export as “For use outside County or for use outside 

of the groundwater basin from which it was extracted where that groundwater basin 

has been certified LOS III under the RMS and/or identified as high or medium priority by 

DWR”, as this definition best protects water supplies in basins that are in trouble, but 

allows for flexibility in moving water from areas that have adequate supply to troubled 

areas within the county. 

 

2. We are concerned about the lack of a cap on permitted withdrawals.  It would be wise 

to effect some sort of limit on the amount of extraction a permit would allow, which 

could be developed as part of the permit findings and conditions process.  It could be 

tied to an amount during the life of the permit, and/or to specified amounts over 

shorter time periods.  Without a cap, unlimited extractions could have localized 

devastating effects. 

 

3. De minimis export exemptions are a good idea in order to allow flexibility for smaller 

needs, but if you use the current Urgency Ordinance (which exempted expanded 

agriculture of 20 acres or less from the ordinance) as an example, it is conceivable that 

you might see a large number of .99999 acre-ft/yr non-permitted extractions.  We 

would recommend a smaller de minimis amount, such as 0.25 acre-ft/yr (approximately 

80,000 gallons). 
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4. A permit term of 1 year, with annual consideration and renewal thereafter would allow 

the process to show impacts before trouble develops.  If the permit process is working 

well with minimal impacts, the county could look at extending the permit term. 

 

5. Allowing the permit to run in perpetuity with the land is inviting market forces to step in 

and rearrange the equation:  permit-bearing land would possibly be considered to be of 

greater value and could invite people to apply for permits to export where there is no 

actual intent to utilize the permit, but only to enhance property valuation.   

 

6. Your Board might also consider limitations on movement of groundwater from fractured 

formations and other groundwater sources that are not defined groundwater basins. 

 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide input. 

 

 

PRO Water Equity, Inc. 

 

Sue Luft, President 

Laurie Gage, Vice President 

Sheryl Coats, Secretary 

Jan Seals, Treasurer 
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Fw: Item 33 - groundwater export ordinance

Board of Supervisors   to:
BOS_Legislative Assistants, 
cr_board_clerk Clerk Recorder

09/05/2014 08:45 AM

Sent by: Cytasha Campa

----- Forwarded by Cytasha Campa/BOS/COSLO on 09/05/2014 08:45 AM -----

From: "Susan Harvey" <susan@ifsusan.com>
To: <BoardOfSups@co.slo.ca.us>, <fzohns@co.slo.ca.us>
Date: 09/04/2014 07:48 PM
Subject: Item 33 - groundwater export ordinance

Dear Cytasha – Please distribute our attached letter and its attachments to the Supervisors. Thank you.

Regards,

Sue Harvey, President

North County Watch

Susan A. Harvey

Fresno Bee Fresno co farmers to sell water.pdfFresno Bee Fresno co farmers to sell water.pdf

Fresno Bee - groundwater-transfer questioned 5-20-14.pdfFresno Bee - groundwater-transfer questioned 5-20-14.pdf

NCW BoS item 33 groundwater export 9-9-14.pdfNCW BoS item 33 groundwater export 9-9-14.pdf
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1
Limoneira Water Strategy http://limoneira.com/energy-waste-and-water/limoneira-water-strategy/

”Local water transfers. Water transfers and exchanges can create a free market short, interim and long-
term return on the redistribution of water. Limoneira has the good fortune of possessing access to a
variety of surface water and groundwater supplies that can be traded for compensation in those years
where the water is not required for Limoneira’s operations. The company’s opportunity for success in
carrying out water transfers will be enhanced by conditions of increased scarcity. Moreover, our ability to
transfer water is inherently more feasible than in other parts of California because they would be local
and, in many cases, conducted consistent with over-arching regulatory plans.
“Water infrastructure agreements. It’s one thing to have access to water rights. It’s another thing to get the
water from where it originates to where it is needed. Limoneira enjoys rights to water related infrastructure
that will allow it to integrate its water supplies and to move water from its point of origin to its highest
value use.”

Agenda Item No: 33  Meeting Date: September 9, 2014 

Presented By: Susan Harvey 

Rec'd prior to the meeting & posted on:  September 8, 2014 

 

Page 8 of 9



Page 2 of 2
Agenda Item No: 33  Meeting Date: September 9, 2014 

Presented By: Susan Harvey 

Rec'd prior to the meeting & posted on:  September 8, 2014 

 

Page 9 of 9


